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HOMELAND DEFENSE SERVICE AWARDS COMMITTEE
{Homeland Defense Service Awards Committee Manual} 

The Homeland Defense Service Award is processed by the General Homeland Defense Service Awards Committee and is awarded to individuals at the Chapter, Division or General level. The medal is presented with a certificate.  

ELIGIBILITY FOR RECIPIENT OF HOMELAND DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL 

1. The award is presented to American citizens who, as civilians, have participated in the protection and defense of our country from September 11, 2001 through a future date to be determined. Individuals will have served in essential non-combative positions that were critical to the successful protection of Americans. Examples: police, fire, EMT, national security, department of defense workers, civil air patrol, coast guard auxiliary, National Guard, State Guard, State Defense Force, civilians in support of the military, Red Cross, Salvation Army, USO, civilians in support of military operations. Acceptable proof could be documents, letters, media.  
           Contact the current General Chairman for any additional information needed. 

Rules for Bestowal
1. Awards shall be approved by the Homeland Defense Service Award Committee. 
2. The award may not be made posthumously. 
3. The award may be given at any appropriate Chapter, Division or General event. 
4. Only one award may be presented to an individual. 
5. Any proposed recipient who is eligible for a Military Service Award shall receive that award rather than a Homeland Defense Service Award.
6. The Homeland Defense Service Medal is to be worn only by the person upon whom it is bestowed. 

Procedure 

· The official applications for the Medal must be submitted in triplicate (original and two copies acceptable) and must have original signatures on all three. Applications from Chapters are sent to the Division Officer or Chairman for review, approval, and processing.  Order Form HDS101 shall also be completed, signed and mailed with the application. Division Chairman shall submit to the General Chairman for final approval or rejection. Applications from Divisions and Chapters Where No Divisions are sent directly to the General Chairman.
· Check list shall also be completed.
· The General Chairman shall request verification from the UDC Business Office that the recipient has not previously been awarded a medal that would make him/her ineligible. All information, including date and place of Bestowal, requested on the application must be supplied. 
· Documentation of the recipient’s activities must accompany the application and should include a description of the recipient’s qualifications or a brief explanation of events responding to the challenges of protecting our homeland.  
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